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REMARKS 

Claims 1-48 are currently pending. As a result of the above amendment, Claims 1,15, 
23, 40, and 48 have been amended, and Claims 8, 22, 30-39 and 41 have been canceled. 
Therefore, Claims 1-7, 9-21, 23-29, 40, 42-48 are at issue in this Application. 

Examiner Interview 

On May 5, 2005, Applicants' counsel and Examiner Derrick Boles conducted a telephone 
interview regarding the present Application. During the interview, the parties discussed the 
pending independent claims, proposed amendments, allowable subject matter and the Lyman and 
Koike references. 

Allowable Subject Matter & Amended Claims 

On page 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner indicates that dependent Claims 8, 22, 30 
and 41 are allowable if rewritten in independent form to include all intervening limitations. 
Independent Claim 1 has been amended to include the allowable subject matter of Claim 8; 
independent Claim 15 has been amended to include the allowable subject matter of Claim 22; 
independent Claim 23 has been amended to include the allowable subject matter of Claim 30; 
independent Claim 40 has been amended to include the allowable subject matter of Claim 41; 
and, independent Claim 48 has been amended to include the allowable subject matter. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants believe that claims 1-7, 9-21, 23-29, 40, 42-48 are in 
condition for allowance, and respectfully request early notice of the same. Applicants request 
that the Examiner call the undersigned attorney with any questions concerning this Reply, or if it 
will expedite the progress of this Application. 



Dated: May 24, 2005 By: 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Peter M. Siavelis, Reg. No. 51 ,1 36 
Wallenstein Wagner & Rockey, Ltd. 
31 1 South Wacker Drive, S3" 1 Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6630 
312.554.3300 
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